REMARKS 



By the foregoing Amendment, Claims 1 and 30 have been amended. The 
Examiner discussed rejections of Claim 20; however, Claim 20 was previously cancelled 
in the Amendment dated March 20, 2007. Claims 1, 24-27, 30, 33, and 37-38 remain 
pending. Favorable reconsideration of the application is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1, 20 and 33 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) on the grounds of 
obviousness from Webster, Jr. (U.S. Patent 6,123,699) in view of Truckai et al. It is 
believed that the Examiner intended to reject Claim 30 rather than Claim 20, which was 
previously cancelled. Claims 1 and 30 have been amended to clarify the distinctions of 
the invention over the references cited. Claim 1 has been amended to recite a distal face 
of the flexible joint region, and "the tubing defining the main lumen extending as an 
extension beyond the distal face of the flexible joint region," and "said at least one radio- 
opaque band being attached over said extension." Claim 30 similarly has been amended 
to recite "the wire lumen having an opening at a distal face of the flexible joint region, 
and the tubing defining the main lumen extending as an extension beyond the opening of 
the wire lumen." Claim 30 also has been amended to recite "said at least one radio- 
opaque band being attached over said extension." Support for the amendments can be 
found in the specification at paragraphs 58 and 59. 

The Examiner indicated that in Webster, Jr., the tubing defining the main lumen 
extends as an extension beyond the distal end of the flexible joint region 13, which is 
identified very generally in Fig. 1, and it is not clear from Webster, Jr. where the distal 
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end of the flexible joint region referred to by the Examiner is located. The Examiner 
referred to Fig. 6A of Webster, Jr., which shows the main lumen 22 of the catheter tip 
section (flexible joint region) 13 terminating at the distal face of the catheter tip section 
(flexible joint region) 13, and it is respectfully submitted that Webster, Jr. does not 
disclose tubing defining a main lumen extending as an extension beyond the distal face of 
the flexible joint region, as is recited in Claim 1, or tubing defining a main lumen 
extending as an extension beyond an openiim of a wire lumen at a distal face of the 
flexible ioiat region, as is recited in Claim 30. 

The Examiner also indicated that Webster, Jr. discloses at least one radio-opaque 
band attached to an extension. Presumably the Examiner has identified the stainless steel 
cross-piece 38, described at column 6, lines 47-50 of Webster, Jr. as being soldered or 
welded to the distal end of the tube section 37, as a radio-opaque band attached to an 
"extension" beyond the distal "end" of the flexible joint region; howeyer, Claims 1 and 30 
have been amended to recite "said at least one radio-opaque band being attached over 
said extension," and it is respectfully submitted that Webster, Jr. also does not disclose a 
radio-opaque band being attached over an extension beyond the distal face of the flexible 
joint region, as is claimed. 

Truckai et al. was cited as disclosing a multicurve deflectable catheter with a braid 
terminating proximally of the flexible joint region. However, it is respectfully submitted 
that Truckai et al. also does not disclose tubing deflning a main lumen extending as an 
extension beyond a distal face of the flexible joint region, as is recited in Claim 1, or 
tubing defining a main lumen extending as an extension beyond an opening of a wire 
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lumen at a distal face of the flexible joint region, as is recited in Claim 30, or a radio- 
opaque band attached over an extension extending beyond the distal face of the flexible 
joint region, as is recited in Claims 1 and 30. Claim 33 depends from Claim 30, so that it 
is respectfully submitted that Claims 1, 30 and 33 patentably distinguish the combination 
of Webster, Jr. and Truckai et al., and that the rejection of Claims 1, 20 and 33 on the 
grounds of obviousness from Webster, Jr. in view of Truckai et al. should be withdrawn. 

Claims 1, 20 and 33 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) on the grounds of 
obviousness from Mauch (U.S. published application 2003/0236493) in view of Truckai 
et al. As noted above, it is believed that the Examiner intended to reject Claim 30 rather 
than Claim 20, which was previously cancelled. The Examiner indicated that Mauch 
discloses a wire lumen having an opening near or at a distal end of the flexible joint 
region, and the tubing defining a main lumen extending as an extension beyond the distal 
end of the flexible joint region. The Examiner referred to Fig. 3 as showing the distal end 
of the fiexible joint region, and in paragraph 25, Mauch identifies the distal end 104, 
shown in Fig. 3, as being defiected. Mauch does not show or describe any extension of 
the main lumen extending beyond the distal face of the distal end 104. It is thus 
respectfully submitted that Mauch does not disclose tubing defining a main lumen 
extending as an extension beyond the distal face of the flexible joint region, as is recited 
in Claim 1, or tubing defining a main lumen extending as an extension beyond an 
opening of a wire lumen at a distal face of the fiexible joint region, as is recited in Claim 
30. 
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The Examiner also indicated that Mauch discloses at least one radio-opaque band 
attached to an "extension." However, as is shown in Fig. 3, Mauch discloses a marker 
band 119 disposed within the catheter lumen, so that it is respectfully submitted that 
Mauch also does not disclose a radio-opaque band being attached over an extension 
extending beyond the distal face of the flexible joint region, as is recited in Claim 1, or 
attached over an extension extending as an extension beyond an opening of a wire lumen 
at a distal face of the flexible joint region, as is recited in Claim 30. 

Truckai et al. was cited as disclosing a multicurve deflectable catheter with a braid 
terminating proximally of the flexible joint region. As noted above, it is respectfully 
submitted that Truckai et al. also does not disclose tubing defining a main lumen 
extending as an extension beyond a distal face of the flexible joint region, as is recited in 
Claim 1, or tubing defining a main lumen extending as an extension beyond an opening 
of a wire lumen at a distal face of the flexible joint region, as is recited in Claim 30, or a 
radio-opaque band attached over an extension extending beyond the distal face of the 
flexible joint region, as is recited in Claims 1 and 30. Claim 33 depends from Claim 30, 
so that it is respectfully submitted that Claims 1, 30 and 33 patentably distinguish the 
combination of Mauch and Truckai et al., and that the rejection of Claims 1, 20 and 33 on 
the grounds of obviousness from Mauch in view of Truckai et al. should be withdrawn. 

Claims 24-27 and 37-38 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) on the grounds of 
obviousness from Webster, Jr. or Mauch in view of in view of Truckai et al. Macaulay et 
al. was discussed, and Truckai et al., which was cited, was not discussed. It is therefore 
respectfully submitted that Examiner's grounds for the rejection of Claims 24-27, and 37- 
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38 is unclear, and that the rejection of Claims 24-27, and 37-38 on the grounds of 
obviousness from Webster, Jr. or Mauch in view of in view of Truckai et al. should be 
withdrawn on this basis. 

In light of the foregoing amendments and remarks, it is respectfully submitted that 
the application should now be in condition for allowance, and an early favorable action in 
this regard is respectfully requested. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any deficiencies or fees in connection 
with this amendment to Deposit Account No. 06-2425. 

Respectfully submitted, 
FULWIDER PATTON LLP 



By: / James W. Paul / 
James W. Paul 
Reg. No. 29,967 

JWP/eab 

Howard Hughes Center 
6060 Center Drive, Tenth Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90045 
Telephone: (310) 824-5555 
Facsimile: (310) 824-9696 
Customer No. 24201 
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